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- New River Trail Construction

Progress

In the months of April, May, and June, the Cumberland Trail
Conference (CTC) hosted a 10-day trail construction event during
each month. The purpose of these events was to continue the
trail construction effort to

River segment. This segment is located in the North Cumberland
Wildlife Management Area of Scott and Campbell counties with
Frozen Head State Park being

and Cove Lake State Park being the northern terminus. More
specifically, the trail construction effort focused on completing the
trail from the confluence of Cave Branch and Smoky Creek south
to the ridgeline of Arch Mountain at Grassy Gap. The trail route
mainly follows Straight Fork Creek upstream to the ridge. The
CTC was awarded a

Recreational Trails Program |
grant to complete the New
River segment. By contract,
this segment must be
completed by August of 2012.

Because of the remote
location of the segment, all
three events were primitive
camping outings. The CTC
established a static base
camp and trail workers were |
shuttled each morning from
the camp to within a short
walking distance of the trail
worksite. At the base camp,
the CTC provided meals |
prepared in the kitchen tent
and had potable water |
available. Participants were
asked to bring their own
personal camping gear. Hand
tools were provided by the
CTC and Tennessee State
Parks made a Ditch Witch
skid loader available for the
May and June events. This
piece of equipment is a small,
walk behind bulldozer.

The spring 2011-trail construction events were a huge success.
CTC personnel and volunteers contributed 3,740 trail
construction hours for the three events and built 2.23 miles of
trail. These miles were predominately constructed by hand due
to the very steep terrain in which the skid loader did not function
efficiently. However, at locations the equipment could be utilized,
it was a big help. The steep terrain required numerous

switchbacks,
constructed.

rock steps, and rock cribbing walls to be

t he Cove Lake St at e Par k,
approximately 5 miles of proposed trail to be constructed to reach

Trail construction events are scheduled for the fall of 2011 and

plans are to complete trail construction by the end of this year.

c o mip date; 29.8 miles:0f ceniineye trajl exigtyheagipgsputh 5rgm N

cT

This project is funded in part by a grant from the Recreational

Trails Program (RTP) administered by the Recreation
Educational Services

Division, Tennessee Department of Environment and

Conservation. (RTP grant GR -10-29161-00)
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Progress - New River Trail Construction ( continued)
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Progress - New River Trail Construction ( continued)

A Special Thanks to Larry
Ryan for letting the CTC use
his extra large military tent
for the back country
outing. It kept us dry, and
we really appreciate all
that you do!
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